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EQC  Tours  Oil  &  Gas  Area 


Northeast  Montana  is  part  of  the  rich 
V'illiston  Basin  petroleum-  producing  area.  Of  the 
29.6  million  barrels  of  oil  produced  in  Ntontana  in 
1983,  20.8  came  from  the  Williston  Basin,  a 
majority  shaie  of  I^ntana's  production  as  it  has 
been  for  tJiree  decades. 

To  start  its  interim  study  of  the  oil  and   gas 
industry,  EQC  meiiibers  toured  producing  fields, 
well  sites  and  processing  facilities  in  northeast 
Montana  on  October  14-15. 

Near  Sidney,  producers  collect  gas  and  pipe 
it  to  processing  faci].ities  where  the  water  find 
hydrocarbons  are  removed,  the  butane  and  propane 
separated,  and  the  gas  recoitpressed  and  upgraded 
to  pipeline  caiality  for  sale  to  Montana -Dakota 
Utilities.  At  the  American  Natural  Resources 
Ccxrpany's  Stateline  gas  processing  plant,  east  of 
Sidney,  plant  foreman.  Gene  Sattler  explained  that 
hydrocarbons  and  hydrogen  sulfide  arc  removed 
during  a  treatment  process.  Highly  combustible 
and  poisonous  hydrogen  sulfide  gas  is  burned  off 
along  with  carbon  dioxa.de,  subject  to  conditions 
specified  by  the  Montana  DepartirEnt  of  Heaiyi  and 
Environnertal  Sciences  (DUES) . 

The  first  morning  of  the  tour  included  a  stop 
at  tl^e  Phillips;  Petroleum  Company's  new  "Dupercv/" 
collection  facility.  Conpany  representative  Firdy 
Istre  told  EOC  mer.ibers  that  gas  in  the  Duperow 
fornvition  averages  14  percent  hydrogen  sulfide,  a 
considerably  higher  concentration  than  the  Mission 
Canyon  and  l^d  River  forrration  gas  processed  at 
other  faciliti.es  in  the  area.  Prior  to 
construction  of  the  Phillips  plant,  this  gas  had 
to  be  disposed  of  by  flaring.   Now  it  can  be 


processed  anc!  scld,  tharJ^s  to  a  multi-stage  warning  system,  various 
shut-down  corponents  and  other  safety  devices  used  to  ensure  safe  hancUing 
of  the  gas. 

During  lunch,  BQC  menters  heard  presentations  froni.  representatives  of 
the  petroleum  inaustry,  landc^vners,  state  and  federal  regulatory  agencies 
and  local  govemnent.  Richland  County  Ccftmissioner  Bob  Mulliii  i--.aid  tliat 
2000  nev\7  jobs,  an  approximate  five-fold  increase  in  the  tax  -base,  and 
increased  casli  flow  to  landowners  have  outweighed  any  prctoleras  created  by 
oil  and  gas  development. 

According  to  Darwin  Van  de  Graaff  of  the  Montana  Petroleum 
Association,  approximately  47  percent  of  the  state  is  under  lease  for  oil 
and  gas  cxi^loration.  Hcwever,  only  2  percent  of  that  land  lias  been 
developed.  Van  de  Graalf  said  that  the  industry  paid  about  ??56  million  in 
state  production  taxes  in  1984  and  eitployed  4,200  persons. 

Bill  Petersen  of  the  Northeast  Kontana  Land  and  Mineral  Owners 
/sssociatiou  told  the  EQC  th^t  his  group  and  two  associations  based  in  Havre 
and  Glasgow  work  to  promote  better  relationships  between  landowners  and  the 
oil  and  gas  industry.  The  associations  have  developed  guidelines  for 
landowners  to  use  in  negotiating  leases  and  drilling  agreements,  Peter.sen 
said  that  \>;ater  is  the  lifeline  of  all  farm  and  ranch  operations,  so 
preserving  water  caiality  is  a  major  concern  of  landowners. 

Qiuck  Maio,  administrator  of  the  Board  of  Oil  and  Gas  Ccnser\/ation, 
the  primary  state  authority  over  the  oil  and  gas  industr\',  discussed  some 
recently  adopted  rules  concerning  safe  handling  of  gas  with  high  hydrogen 
sulfide  content  and  protection  of  water  quality.  Maio  said  these  rules 
reflect  the  increased  emphasis  the  board  is  assigning  to  environmental 
matters. 

Abe  Ilorpestad,  Environmental  Prograir.  Supervisor  with  the  DHFS  Water 
Quality  Bureau,  told  EQC  menters  the  department  received  68  conplaints  in 
the  last  in  years  concerning  water  quality  problems  with  the  oil  and  gas 
industry.  Potential  ground  water  contamination  is  an  iitportant  concern, 
especially  during  initial  drilling  processes  and  disposal  of  the  salt  water 
extracted  fron  the  oil.  Also,  he  noted  that  there  is  no  statewide 
monitoring  system  to  track  aquifer  contamination. 

Ilorpestad  added  that  the  major  air  pollutants  of  concern  in  oil  and 
gas  production  are  hydrogen  sulfide  and  sulfur  dioxide.  He  estimated  that 
the  industry'  produces  5,000-10,000  tons  of  S02  annually,  ccgrpared  with 
1,600  tons  per  yecu:  from  Colstrip  Unit  3. 

Kelly  Blake,  Lands  Administrator  of  the  Department  of  State  lands, 
reported  that  the  oil  and  gas  industry  makes  a  significant  contribution  to 
the  state  school  trust  fund,  accounting  for  over  half  the  revenues  to  tlie 
trust  tlu^ough  lease  revenues  and  from  production  royalties  on  350  wells  on 
state  lands.  Jim  ^!urkin  from  the  Miles  City  District  Office  of  the  Bureau 
of  larid  Management  reported  that  his  office  currently  oversees  3,800  wells 
in  eastern  ^1D^tana.  Under  a  special  agreement  tJKi  BLM  and  the-  Pf>ard  of  Oil 
and  Cas  Consui-vation  ixxjperato  in  isi.uii'ig  permits  for  oil  ond  gas 
do^/elopment  wliere  each  l"ias  jurisdiction. 

xlie  BQC  toured  two  businesses  that  serv,'ice  the  oil  and  gas  industry. 
The  Western  Cbrtpany  of  Korth  America,  which  closed  down  scori  after  the  DQC 
visit,  was  the  second  largest  enployer  in  Sidney,  providirig  cementing. 


acidizing  and  fracturing  services.  Covuicil  rrembei's  inspected  several  oi 
the  large  specialized  rigs  that  were  driven  to  well  sites  requiring  these 
services. 

The  second  businc?sp  was  a  private  salt  water  disposal  site  operatied  by 
T^rld  Tech.  CXvrjcr  Eliner  Christiansen  said  his  facility  can  haridle  up  to 
8,60n  barrels  per  day,  although  it  averages  5,000  barrels.  Sludge  and  some 
salts  are  removed  before  the  v;ater  is  injected  into  deep  formations. 

The  tour  moved  to  Glerdive  on  October  15,  visiting  the  Shell  Oil 
Company's  Cedeu:  Creek  anticline  operations,  which  extend  from  Glendi\'e  to 
Baker.  Shell  is  using  its  Cedar  Creek  fields  to  test  C02  injection  as  a 
means  of  tertiary  recovery  of  oil.  Primary/  recovery  gets  only  15-20 
percent  of  the  oil  in  a  site.  Secondary  recovery  brings  that  rate  up  to 
about  60  percent,  and  tertiary  recovery  iiiproves  tha.t  rate. 

Van  Jamison,  Oepartment  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  Energy 
Division  adniini.strator ,  said  his  agency  has  just  released  a  draft 
supplemental  EIS  on  a  C02  pipeli-ne  project  proposed  by  Exxon  tJnat  would 
enter  ffontana  from  l^Jyoming  arid  cross  portions  of  Carter  and  Fallon  counties, 
enroute  to  a  point  near  Tioga,  North  DaJ-cota.  If  an  agreement  can  \x: 
reached.  Shell  may  tap  into  the  line  near  Baker  with  a  65-mile  spur  from 
the  Cedar  Creek  fields. 

The  EQC  concluded  its  tour  on  October  16  in  Billings  at  the  Oil  and 
Gas  Division  headquarters.  Tlie  office  keeps  records  from  every  oil  and  gas 
well  in  the  state,  as  well  as  drilling  records  and  core  samples. 

A.S  the  study  continues,  EQC  will  exainine  the  regulatory  framework  tor 
oil  and  gas  development  as  it  compares  v/ith  other  Rocky  Mountain  states. 
In  the  spring,  the  Council  plans  to  study  issues  related  to  exploration  and 
development  of  the  0^/-erthrust  Belt  in  Western  Montana  as  well  as  the 
economic  outlook  for  the  industry. 


Right-to-Know  Law  Takes  Effect 

During  the  1985  session,  the  Montana  Ijegislature  passed  the  "Enployee 
and  Community  Hazardous  Chemical  Information  Act,"  otherwise  Icnown  as  the 
"right-to-know"  law.  The  law  is  intended  to  enhance  worker  and  community 
safety  by  reqmring  e-irployers  to  make  information  available  on  the 
potential  hazards  and   safe  handling  of  chemicals  in  the  workplace. 

Kajor  provisions  of  the  right-to-know  law: 

— require  enplo]yers  to  provi.de  workers  with  traini.ng  and  safety 
inforp.iation  on  chejnical  hazards  in  the  workplace; 

— require  employers  to  record  cherniical  information  with  the  county 
clerk  and  recorder; 

— ensure  thftt  fire  safety  officials  review  information  on  workplace 
hazardous  chemicals;  and 

— specif\'  the  rights  of  workers  and  the  public  h\  relation  to 
hazctrdous  chemical  infornetion  and  workplace  chemical  safety. 

The  ftntana  right-to-know  law  went  into  effect  November  25.  This  date 
coincides  with  the  start  of  the  federal  Occupational  Safety  and  Health 


Administration's  Hazard  Coimunication  Program,  v/hich  establishes  simiLc'r 
requirements  for  manufacturing  workplaces  nationwide. 

tiontanans  are  seeking  iiilormation  on  their  rights  and  responsibilities 
under  the  new  legislation,  liiployers,  workers,  and  the  public  h^^^'e  raise-d 
numerous  questions  on  hazardous  chemical  identification,  erployer 
obligations,  trade  secret  confidentiality,  exeitptions,  and  enforcement. 

it  assist  tJie  public  in  understanding  cind  caiplyi-ng  with  tlie  iiew  law, 
the  Environintental  Qua].ity  Council  has  prepared  a  Guide  to  tlie  Eirployee  and 
Ccjtmunity  Hazcirdous  Chemical  Information  Act.  This  16-pcige  pairphlet 
explains  the  provisions  of  the  law,  presents  12  cointion  right-to-know 
questions  and  cinswers,  cind  offers  advice  on  hew  to  obtain  additional 
information  on  specific  topics.  The  panphlet,  due  to  be  distributed  in 
Decenijer,  will  l)e  available  free  of  chaige  at  county  offices,  tlie  state 
Departnent  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  and  EQC. 


EQC  Subcommittees  Plan  work 

At  its  September  6  inaugural  ireeting,  the  EQC  land  Resources 
Subconinitteo  adopted  a  tentative  study  plan  and  schedule  for  the  next  year. 
^iajor  topics  of  consideration  will  include  hard  rock  mining  and  the  liard 
rock  mining  inpact  act,  hazardous  materials  management,  cirid  regional  energy 
policy. 

The  EQC  subcommittee  began  its  work  with  a  review  of  state  hazardous 
waste  management  issues.  SubccxntLittee  member  s  received  n^xlates  on 
hazardous  waste  facility  siting,  irrplementation  of  Montixna 's  chemical 
I ight-to-know  law,  and  nev/  regulations  governing  generators  of  small 
quantities  of  hazardous  wastes. 

The  subccTT-dttee  also  cjonsidered  tlie  state's  I?enewable  Energy  and 
Conservation  Progran'  (RECP)  ,  adnujiistered  by  the  DepartaTient  of  Natuicil 
Resources  and  Conservation.  The  program,  formerly  kncwn  as  the  Penewable 
Energy  Grant  and  Loan  Program,  provides  money  for  energy  conservc'ition  and 
alternative  energy  projects. 

The  subcoTiPittee  reviewed  relevant  actions  of  the  1985  Legislature, 
v^ich  reallocated  a  major  poririon  of  the  coal  tax  funds  formerly  eeirmarked 
for  the  Renewable  Energy-  and  Conservation  Program.  The  legislature  also 
broadened  the  scope  of  RECP  by  permitting  funds  fra.i  the  grant  and  loan 
account  to  be  used  for  energy  conservation  in  state  buildings. 

SubcoitTiuttee  members  noted  that  these  two  factors  will  reduce  the 
money  available  for  grants  and  loans  to  alten">ative  fmeigy  projects  during 
the  caning  biennium.  The  EQC  subcortiraitt.ee  has  requested  DNRC  to  iridicate 
what  proportion  of  available  funds  will  be  used  for  energy  ajnservati or.  in 
sUdt'  luiildinq:.  iml  what  picipcjrtion  will  Ix:  useci  lor  .dtemal  i"(  (Jiorgy 
grants  and  loans. 

Subccnmitttie  members  also  expressed  interest  in  monitoring  the  results 
of  past  grants  and  loans  issued  under  the  program,  and  DrJPC  agreed  to 
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provide  that  irifonnation.  The  state  lew  establishing  RECP  plac:ed  program 
oversight  responsibility  with  the  Environmental  Quality  Council. 

At  the  September  6  meetJJig,  the  BQC  VJater  Resources  Subcomnaiti-ee 
selected  its  top  study  priority  during  the  1985-86  interim:  a  program 
review  of  the  state  Water  Quality  Bureau.  The  subcommittee  wants  to  take 
an  in-depth  look  at  the  bureau's  various  statutory  responsibilities  and 
assess  the  adequacy  of  resources  allocated  to  maintaining  and  enhancing 
water  cnjality  in  Montana. 

On  November  25  -  26,  the  Ijand  Resources  Subcommittee  began  its  review 
of  the  state's  hard-rock  mining  industry  with  tours  of  tliree  mines  coid  a 
me^eting  in  Butte.  The  first  tour  was  of  the  Golden  Sunlight  mine  near 
Whitehall.  This  open-pit  gold  mine  removes  about  12,000-14,000  tons  of 
material  per  day,  from  which  approximateDy  200  troy  ounces  of  gold  are 
extracted.  Processing  occurs  at  a  mill  that  is  on-site,  resulting  in  a 
product  that  is  60  percent  gold  and  30  percesnt  silver;  this  is  sent  to 
customers  for  further  refining.  The  second  stop  involved  a  \'isit  to  the 
Anaconda  Ktinerals  facilities  and  tlie  East  Berkeley  Pit.  Discussion  during 
this  visit  uxaised  on  what  would  occur  if  copper  irdning  is  resumed  in 
Butte.  Among  the  topics  addressed  were  the  geology  of  the  East  Berkeley 
Pit  area,  the  history  of  Anaconda  mine  operations  prior  to  mine  closure, 
and  the  permit  status  of  the  mine. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  late  afternoon  at  the  War  Bonnet  Inn 
in  Butte.  Tlie  program  started  witli  staff  presentations  on  the  Renewable 
Energy  and  Conservation  Program  and  the  right-to-know  legislation,  and  a 
presentation  on  the  activities  of  the  Hiird-Rock  Mining  Inpact  Board  by  its 
chairman,  Koehler  Stout.  In  addition,  pubj.ic  comment  on  the  general  status 
of  hard-rock  mining  in  Montana  was  received,  including  views  on  the 
taxation  of  the  mining  industry  in  Montana,  the  envirorimental  regulation  of" 
ndning,  and  the  confidentiality'-  granted  to  operators  under  an  ojqDlorator\- 
permit . 

A  tour  of  Pfizer' s  talc  mine  and  mj.ll  operations  near  Dillor.  occurred 
during  the  morning  of  November  26.  The  Pfizer  mine  is  an  open-pit 
operation  which  removes  20  tons  of  waste  for  each  ton  of  talc.  The 
ore-rerix:)val  process  involves  "picking"  the  ore  with  a  backhoe  to  ensure  a 
relatively  clean  product  for  the  mill.  Unlike  other  ores,  the  talc  product 
is  custom-produced  according  to  specifications  provided  by  Pfizer 
custanrers. 


water  Policy  Committee  Meeting 

\.'ater  use  efficiency,  drought  management,  ground  water  management  ajid 
water  data  management  were  addressed  by  the  legislative  Water  Policy' 
Cxjttimittee  at.  its  November  14-15  meeting  in  Helena. 

The  drought  maiiageitent  sessioii  included  presentations  by  Tony 
Willardson,  associate  dirccrtor  of  the  ^festem  States  Water  Council,  and 
Genera]  Janes  Duffy  of  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs;.   Willardson 


discussed  drought  responses  used  by  other  states  ono  offered  Fone 
recoTirendations  to  iirprove  go\^cminent  response. 

General  Duffy  reviewed  the  ^iontana  Drought  Plcin  and  the  acti\'ities  of 
the  Drought  Advisory  Council  d\iring  this  year's  drought.  His  rtaiiarks 
provided  the  basis  for  a  panel  discussion  on  Montana's  drought  refponse 
s\'stem.  T^he  panel  highlighted  ■v'arious  needs,  including  a  nore  advanced 
drought-Wciming  system,  the  involvement  of  local  representatives  in 
advisory  council  activities,  stronger  government  leadership,  improved 
dialogue  with  the  public  on  hew  to  conserve  water,  and  more  imeginative 
water  conservation  efforts. 

The  water  use  efficiency  session  included  presentations  from  Terry 
Anderson,  Professor  of  Economics  at  Montana  State  University;  Bruce  Driver, 
Jjcholar-in-Residence  with  the  I\iestem  Go\'emors'  Association;  Faye 
Mrfjiight,  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  {D^JRC)  Legal 
Staff;  Jerry  Nypen,  District  ^tu■iager  of  the  Greenfields  Irrigation 
District;  and  Tony  VJillardson.  Their  presentations  addressed  existing  lawr^ 
promoting  water  use  efficiency  (e.g.  laws  prohibiting  waste)  ,  tJie  existiiig 
legal  barriers  to  water  use  efficiencv',  and  the  use  of  the  market  s^'stein  to 
promote  v/ater  use  efficiency.  The  concrete  lining  project  undertoJ-ien  by  the 
Greenfields  Irrigation  District  served  as  an  example  of  efforts  undertcLken 
to  pronote  water  use  efficiency  in  Montana. 

Gary  Fritz,  administrator  of  the  Water  Resources  Division  of  IXsIFC, 
initiated  the  session  on  ground  water  mariagement  wi.tJ^  a  sumnnary  of  the 
Governor's  Ground  Water  Aclvisory  Council's  recatrnendaticr.s.  Fritz  noted 
that  the  most  inportajit  recorrnendation  is  to  dc^-elop  adequate  infontvition 
about  Montana's  ground  water.  The  ground  water  managemcni:  panel  strongly 
endorsed  this  reconrrendation ,  and  also  suggested  a  need  for  irproved 
interagenoy-  ccwrdination.  A  presentation  on  thic  ijrplement^tion  of  the  1935 
water  well  driller  legislation  was  also  prCT/idec  by  Wes  Lindsay  and  Bill 
Osborne  of  the  Hoard  of  Water  V7ell  Contractors. 

The  final  session  concerned  water  data  managenent.  A  case  study  by 
Jfoward  Johnson  on  data  problems  encountere^d  in  the  Clark  Fork  River  study 
and  an  oven/iew  of  water  data  management  by  Rich  Moy  of  the  VJater  Resources 
Division  of  DNRC  served  as  aii  introduction  to  a  series  of  presentations  on 
various  water  data  systems  in  Montana.  These  discussions  delineated  five 
pr(±)lem  areas  in  regard  to  water  data  rnaiiagement :  insnifficient 
ccnmunication  carong  agencies  on  their  data  systons,  a  lack  of  data 
generally,  limited  access  to  data,  var^'ing  data  dependeibility,  and 
incompatible  data. 

The  Water  Policy  Ccrmittee  has  scheduled  its  next  meeting  for  January' 
30-31  in  Bozeman.  The  water  adjudication  process  and  water  research  will 
be  discussed.  In  addition,  the  cortrrdttee  wil]  revitw  preliminary  plans  for 
a  spring  neeting  with  legislators  frcrr.  other  Missouri  Basin  states. 
Montana  and  the  National  Conference  of  State  Legislcituies  (NCSL)  v?il] 
cx>-host  the  meeting,  which  will  provide  a  foruni  for  issues  of  ccrnion 
interest  or  concern. 


Powder  River  Basin  Teams 


Salinity  and  water  allocation  concerns  over  the  Powder  River  have 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  basin  nnanagement  teams  by  Montana  and 
Wyoning.  The  teams  aie  attenpting  to  avoid  litigation  by  negotiating 
agreements  on  key  basin  management  issues  and  by  formulatina  '  a  basin 
management  plan.  State  legislative  approvals  will  ther  be  obtained  as 
necessary. 

l^ntana's  delegation  consists  of  Representatives  Hubert  AbraiTis  and 
Marian  Hanson;  Senators  Bill  Yellowtail  and  Jack  Gait;  public 
representatives  Howard  Best  and  VJilliam  Ciay;  Larry  Peterman  of  tlie 
Department  of  Fish,  VJildlife  and  Parks,  Abe  Horpestad  of  the  Department  of 
health  and  Environirental  Sciences,  C].ay  Smith  of  the  Attorney  General's 
office,  and  Gary  Fritz  of  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and 
Conservation. 

TWO  principal  issues  face  tlie  teams.  First,  proposed  reservoirs  in 
Wyoming's  Powder  Pdver  Basin  development  plan,  particuleirly  the  f-Iiddle  Fork 
project,  raise  questions  concerning  Wycming's  assertions  of  pre-1950  water 
rights.  These  rights  would  enable  them  to  avoid  allotments  specified  in 
the  Yellowstone  River  Conpact.  In  addition,  the  nev/  reservoirs  would 
increase  Powder  Rj.ver  salinity.  Second,  discharges  of  salty  water  from 
secondary  oil  recovery  operations  in  the  Salt  Creek  drainage  contribute 
about  25  percent  of  the  salt  load  of  the  Powder  River  as  it  flows  into 
Montajia.  These  discharges  are  interpreted  by  Wyoming  to  rreet  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  regulations.  Montana  landowners  and  state 
officials  have  expressed  concern,  however,  about  the  legality  of  the 
dischiarges  and  potential  damage  to  irrigators  in  Montana, 

The  basin  management  teams  met  recently  in  Cheyenne  to  begin  studying 
the  issues,  and  will  renew  discussions  in  Billings  on  January  3. 


Seminar  on  water 

state  water  managers  and  other  persons  involved  in  ^1ontana's  water 
future  may  be  interested  in  a  seminar  to  be  held  this  winter  ouarter  in 
Helena.  The  course  is  being  offered  for  graduate  credit  through  the 
inter-university  Master  of  Public  Administration  Program. 

The  seminar  will  bring  together  tlie  various  persons  in  the  region  who 
deal  with  some  aspect  of  Montana's  water  policy,  iTianagement  or 
adjudication.  These  will  include  state,  federal,  and  local  officials  and 
other  groups  and  individuals  involved  in  water  controversies.  Seminar 
pai-ticipants  are  expected  to  prepare  presentations  and  papers  steirming  frcm 
their  responsitiilities  and  expertise  to  share  their  infomiati.on  and 


perspective.   The  primary  resource  for  the  course  will  be  Pobert  Dunbar's 
Forging  New  Pightii  in  Vfestem  V.'aters. 

The  saiiinar,  organized  by  John  Ihorson  cmd  lauren  McKinsey,  wi].l  Yjc 
offered  as  Political  Science  480  in  the  v/inter  cfuarter.  For  registration 
inf ornnation ,  contact  Department  of  Political  Science,  M.S.U.,  Bozeman,  MT 
59717  (406/994-4141). 


Transboundary  issues  Discussed 

A  I-tovember  7  ireeting  in  Helena  drew  nore  than  30  persons  to  discuss 
creating  a  regular  dialogue  on  v/estern  U.S. -Canada  border  envirormental 
issues.  Reprenentatives  from  a  dozei  TLlberta-based  organizations 
representing  govemirentc,  universities  and  environmental  interests  joined 
their  Montana  counterparts  in  exploring  topics  ranging  fron  water  ixjiicy  to 
pest  control. 

The  Helena  meeting  was  one  of  a  series  of  eleven  n^eetings  held  by  the 
Dartmouth  College  group  under  a  grant  frcm  the  Donner  Foundation.  The 
Helena  meeting  drcv  one  of  the  leirgest  contirigents  in  this  coast-to-coast 
series. 

Participant's  carments  demonstrated  that  the  numerous  Canadian  border 
water  issues  involving  ftontana  —  on  the  r^lilk/St.  Mary's,  Flathead,  Poplar 
Fiver  and  Kootenai  —  have  prorpted  real  interest  in  the  best  approaches  to 
joint  U.S. -Canadian  water  management.  Wilson  Riley,  En\''ironmental  Officer 
in  the  CanadiciT.  Desk  of  the  Departriieiit  of  State,  reported  on  the  view  frrjn, 
Masliington  regarding  these  river  basins.  Both  the  Montana  and  Alberta 
attendees  raised  questions  about  how  far  the  state  and  province  can  go  "on 
their  cwn"  to  exchange  ideas  without  the  fomal  involvement  of  the  two 
tederal  go\'emments. 

Attendees  also  learned  of  a  conference  scsietime  in  1986  in  Helena  that 
will  address  Canadiari-transboundary  water  issues  all  along  the  western 
border.  The  conference  will  include  such  issues  as  the  Gai risen  Di^/ersion, 
Puget  Sound,  and  Skagit  Rjver  as  well  as  Montana  cases. 

Organized  by  the  49th  Parallel  Institute,  the  conference  is  supported, 
by  the  Environmental  Oiiality  Council  and  tlie  Montana  Water  Pesouroes 
Research  Center  and  is  being  considered  by  other  agencies  and  foundations. 
Persons  interested  in  becoming  involved  m  thie  conference  should  contact 
Curt  Martin,  Vteter  Managerrent  Division,  Departrtvant  of  Natural  Resources  aiid 
CoTiservation ,  Helena,  tfT   59620. 
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EQC  Changes 


Senator  I-Tike  Halligan  (D-Missoula)  recently  resigned  frtm  the  EQC  to 
accept  the  chciinnanship  of  the  Joint  Interijii.  Subcommittee  on  Lien  Laws. 
Halligari,  v;ho  had  sen/ed  on  the  EQC  since  1981,  had  just  begun  his  second 
term  as  vice-chairman  of  the  EQC. 

Pieplacing  HaJligan  as  a  Senate  appointinent  to  the  EQC  is  Ceci.l  V/eeding 
(D-Jcrdan) .  Senator  V?eeding,  a  f anrier-reyicher ,  served  on  the  Senate 
Natural  Resources  and  Highways  and  Transportation  ccanmittees  during  the 
1985  legislature. 

A  new  addition  to  tiie  EQC  staff  is  Gail  Kunt?,  who  has  already  begun 
work  as  the  staff's  newest  Resource  Specialist.  Kuntz,  a  foiirer  bureau 
chief  at  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  Facility 
Siting  Bureau,  will  work  on  a  variety  of  issues  for  EQC,  including 
renewable  energy,  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  oil  and  gas,  aiid 
subdivisions . 

The  next  full  EQC  meeting  has  been  tentati^rely  set  for  niid-January .  At 
that  meeting  the  Council  will  continue  its  study  of  oil  and  gas  development 
and  begin  exploring  v/ays  to  irrprove  subdivision  review  in  Montana.  Results 
of  a  coitparative  study  of  iirplementation  of  state  environnental  policy  acts 
will  also  be  presented.  The  tv\?o  subcommittees  will  meet  as  well.  For  more 
information,  contact  tlie  EQC  office  at  406/444-3742. 
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